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C1 ,Levi Frerich 159
C2 Tim 0'Connor "' 158
C3 Randy Strigoow 151

Dl Michelle Stover 137
DZ Samuel Duncan 133
D3 David Townley 132
E1 Dennis Petersen 144
E2 Timothy Hinkhouse 118
E3 Michael Quinn 100
H1 Thomas Smith 152
LYCH AmandaYoung 153
LYRU Michelle Stover 137
LY3 Amy Latter 123
SJCH Samuel Duncan 133

By Bob Durocher

hanks to a Vermont
State range improve-
ment grant and the
many hours of volun-

teer labor, this year's Vermont
State Championship held at
Northeast Kingdom Skeet &
Sporting Clays Club in Burke
was off to a very different start.

The sporting course and 5-
Stand field have gone through a
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0SH0A Micah Parker 95
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M1 Michael Goetz 83
M2 Robert Barlow 79
A1 .' ' MikeWeaver 77 '
A2 Poter Bates 73
Ai Carl Frite, , 66
81 Bill Boyce 78
82 Bob Pellitier 73
83 Charles Bethel 68
C1 WillSmith 82
CZ Andy Deth 77
C3 John Vanslette 76
D1 Gordon Adams 72
D2 Andy Kachmarick 64
D2 Kerry Crosby 64
E1 Eric Grims 66
E2 Burt McGowan 53
H1 Ned Spears 52
WCH John DeBouter 75
LYCH Christina lncerpi 53
SJCH Andy Kachmarik 64
JRCH WillSmith 82

SVCH Robert Trombley 85
SSCH Robert Barlow 79

Ghampionship
By Kelly V. Denton

espite the Midwest
being in the middle
of a drought and on

track to experience
the hottest summer in recorded

history, more than I 50 contes-
tants flocked to 0ak Creek
Sporting Club in Brainard for
this year's Nebraska State
Championship August 3-5.
There was plenty of dry dust,
but when it all settled, Brody
Sikes won H0A and the state
champion title and almost made

a clean sweep of all the 1 2

gauge events.

Attendance at state tourna-
ments has been slightly down
this year, but this one drew a

larger-than-expected crowd.
Quite a few non-residents. in-
cluding some who made the
trek from as far away as Texas,
joined resident Cornhuskers for
a great weekend. There was a

good mix of ages, with 13

Juniors and Sub-Juniors, l6 Su-
per-Veterans, and 10 Ladies all

ready to take on some challeng-

ing targets. The reasons for the
large draw were the Kriz family's

reputation for their club's hospi-

tality and Dennis Linden's repu-
tation for setting some pretty
wicked technical targets.

The weather was in the l00s
for the preliminary, but fortu-
nately most stations were in the
shade. Sikes and Junior Chase

Walter each broke 92xl 00, with
the tiebreaker for M1 going to
Sikes, with M3 Griff Latter and
Texan Driscoll Otto only one tar-
get behind. Sikes' prelim victory
may have been a close one, but
he won Linden's 50-target Fl-

TASC challenge with 45x50, a

solid five-target margin. Judging
from the scores and also shoot-
ing them myself, the FITASC tar-
gets were far more difficult than

they appeared. It looked like
Sikes was going to emerge the
winner in S-Stand by a single
target over Steve Walters and

Latter until Joshua Crankshaw, a

Nebraska Junior who apparently

likes to fly in under the radar,

stepped into the stands and

50

Nebraska State champ Brody
Sikes also won the prelimi-
nary and FITASC events.

shot a peffect 50.

The sub gauge and Super
Sporting contests ran through-
out the weekend, but unlike
most other regional shoots l've

attended, each was a 1 oo-target
event. lowan Dennis Biz Schnei-

der and Kansan Bill Brant each
posted 94 in Super Sporting,
but Crankshaw and Trent Leich-

leiter tied for top resident score,

the tiebreaker going to Crank-
shaw. To finish it off, Crankshaw

topped the 28 gauge field with a

jaw-dropping 97, the highest
score in the sub gauge events,

while Doug Reiber came out on

top in both the 20 gauge and

.4 I 0 events.

Even though temperatures
in the high BOs and 90s for the
main event sound unpleasant,
just a few degrees drop made

a world of difference. At the
end of the day, Otto was the
main-event leader with 92x100,

with Sikes and Rex Echter sit-
ting one target back. Pat

Junior Print Zutavern placed
M3 at the Nebraska State
Championship in addition to
topping his concurrent.
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41 Zach Bryant 170
A2 .: 'Datton:0'e6nfiell ::..116&

A3 Mark Lorensen 166
81 Mark Nollette 166
82 ,,:Lynn,Pelan . '., .,.159'.,

83 Jeff Braack . :'l$$ .

SJRU Blair Hailey t00
JRCH Print Zutavern 173
JRRU Zach Bryant 170
iR3 Dalton 0'Connell 168
VTCH Pat Williams 177
VTRU Fred Matulka 165
W3 Doug Reiber 160
SVCH Gary Wilburn 164
SVRU Harry Wieckhorst 149
SV3 John Peterka 139

Williams posted 90, so it
looked like the state champi-
onship title was going to come
down to a contest between
Sikes and Williams on Sunday.

ln an encore of his perfor-
mance here at the Whole Hog

Open in June, CZ-USA's David

Miller put on a Saturday evening

trick-shooting exhibition, break-
ing skeet targets from the hip
and over his head using a cou-
ple of the company's semi-au-
tos. Miller went through more
than a flat of shells and an equal
number of targets to a pretty
large crowd as the club put the
final touches on dinner.

The winner wasn't going to
be decided until after Sikes
completed the last rotation on

Sunday. There was one com-
mon theme in the clubhouse
chatter after each rotation,
dust-not the dry trail kind, but
target dust. Everyone, includ-
ing myself, "dusted" quite a

few targets that looked like

they'd been hit solid and
should have broken. Word got
around that it was an occa-
sional headache when using
environmentally friendly
biodegradable clays, but the
playing field was level. Every-

one was experiencing it. Sikes

came off the course late in the
day after breaking 97, and that
clinched the win. He smiled
and told me, "lt should have
been a 99." Like all of us, he

dusted a couple of targets he

thought should have broken.
For club information, go to
www. oak-creek-club.com.
Complete shoot results are at
www.iclays.com. @
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Winners at the Vermont State Championship included (left to
right) shoot organizer Bob Durocher, resident champ Robert
"Butch" Trombley, and state delegate Bill Boyce.

total transformation, and with
the expected increase in shoot-
ers, the club was out to give

them a great shooting experi-
ence. The format was even ex-
panded to a two-day event.

Saturday's shooting consisted

of the warm-ups shot on the
brand-new wobble trap field,
sub-gauge events held on the
new 50-bird sporting course, and

lhe newly cleared 5-Stand layout

with a covered shooting platform

in case of inclement weather.

The well-attended sub-
gauge course was shot on sev-

en stations. High scores went to
Keith Crawford in pump, James

Boothby Jr. in side-by-side, and

New Hampshire Junior shooter
Ryan lerardi taking the 20, 28,

and.410 events. Micah Parker

from New Hampshire was H0A
in the S0-bird S-Stand with an

impressive 46.

Sunday's main event began

with a shotgun start at I0 a.m.

and 66 shooters. Thirty-four of
them were Vermont residents
competing for state champi-
onship honors. The course tout-
ed many changes over last year,

including a wider and smoother

access road, expanded shooting

lanes, new stations, and many

fresh target presentations made

available with a number of new

Promatic machines purchased

during the past year. Coming
out of retirement, Robert
"Butch" Trombley finished the
course with a strong 85, for the

Vermont State champion title,
followed by runner-up Bob
Scudero with a score of 83.
Non*resident Parker won HOA

with a score of 95.

The main event was followed
by a fabulous lunch plus games

consisting of the long bird com-
petition and the N EK Clay
Buster Challenge. A special
thanks goes to the Northeast
Kingdom Skeet & Sporting
Clays Club and all the volun-
teers and sponsors. @
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